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a trifling leak in the roof transformed this interior
into a mass of clay, speedily causing the walls to
spring. Judging from the hundreds of references
in Assyrian literature to the restoration of walls
and buildings, it may justly be thought that the
Assyrians were especially bad roof builders. In-
deed their advance in constructive skill never kept
pace with their progress in the arts of decoration.
It is this anomaly which has left us without any
standing buildings in Assyria, while vast temples
still remain in Egypt. It is, of course, to be ob-
served that Assyrian construction would doubt-
less have shown a different development had stoue
been abundant as a building material. As an off-
set to this, however, it must be remembered that
brick is one of the most durable of materials when
properly baked and laid, and that the Assyrians
knew how to bake properly is evidenced by their
clay books, which have survived fire and breakage
and wet during the crash and ruin of the centuries.
Besides the general reconstruction of Calah, As-
shurnazirpal built himself a great palace, covering
a space one hundred and thirty-one yards in
length and one hundred and nine in breadth/
which remained a royal residence for centuries,
Its massive ruins have been unearthed at Nim-
roud, being the northwestern one of the three
there discovered. His second great work was the
construction, or reconstruction, of an aqueduct to
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